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BUILDING THE "REI> RIVER DAM.' 




PREFACE. 



Last May there appeared in many of the weekly jkhI daily papers, a long, 
well written and illustrated art tele upon the building of the "lied River Dam." 

1 1 watt written by A. IS. Paine, of Fort Scott, Kansas, who has a national 
reputation aw an Author and Poet. 

The arlieh 1 wan ably Written, atnl bused wholly upon the official reports 
herein published, and was wholly unbiased. 

To tny personal knowledge, Mr, Paine studied those reports diligently, 
prior to preparing the article, wishing to maintain bin high reputation for :ie 
cuwy, mid at ibe same liaie prepare tin arlieh' whieh would sell for a good 

price. 

lie sold it to Hie -Met 'hire \ewspaper Syndicate," which eontroled its 
laiblicatinii. 

The only just criticism of the article was that he omitted to say that it 
wns based upon these official reports. Heru'e. its publication flooded me with 
letters of inquiries too numerous for me in answer. 

As the sole survivor of the otlicers making these reports, I decided lo coin 
pili> and publish, as an answer to the many letters, knowing that but a very 
few hare had or ever would have the Opportunity t<> read them, unless pub- 
lished in pamphlet form. I have done this at the earliest date that I could 
possibly hear the expense. 

The cuts, herein published, at* from photographs taken at the time, and 
are the only ones that I know of in existence, 

A singular feature of the history of this engineering feat is, that while 

Admiral Porter frankly admitted the rescue of his fleet frni <rtain destruc 

tlnn, which to quote his own words, "lias saved to the Union a fleet worth 
nearly 82,000,000 ; has deprived the enemy of a triumph which would liave 
emboldened them to carry on the war a year or two longer, for the intended 
departure of the army was a lixed fact, and in case that event occurred, there 
was nothing left for me to do but destroy every part, of the vessels." 

Notwithstanding these statements, which all of us who helped to rescue 
the fluid know to be true, yet we seldom hear this (eat being spoken of at our 
i amp tires, or by the press". When, really, while it was a bloodless victory, tie* 
re-uilt was as important to the success of our cause as any of the great battles 
of the war. 

To the comrades <>f the army, who helped" to rescue the "Fleet," I can 
only say that we have the consolation of having performed our full duty, and 
liy so doing, averted a disaster, which would have cost millions of money and 
thousands of lives. No one uau estimate the vast cost in treasure and blood 
which would have resulted from our failure. Therefore, each of us can feel 
th it we were instrumental in saving many a gallant soldier, who thereby was 
enabled to return safe from the war. 

To you. my comrades, I dedicate this pamphlet, and In it you may trans 
mit to your deseendents the plain, simple, truthful account : and you can each 
of vou inscribe upon these pages: "1 was there and did mv dutv." 

V, ll. PNARNALL. 

Lansing. Kansas, I'Vbninry 15, 1808, 

These reports can he found in Volume ,'ii, series t'd. iliston of the Union 
and Confederate Annies, as follows: 

e-AUK. 

Admiral Porter, 210 to 223 

General Canny. " '22:} 

General Hanks, 193 

Colonel Robinson, 250 " Sail 

Lieutenant t 'oloncl IVarsall, KS3 '* 238 

Lieutenant Col I Bailey, Urj " t03 
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EXTRACTS OF ADMIRAL POKTKR-S 



Rt'|iur( tn tii** lloitofiiiili* Si'i-L'ctiiry of (lie Navy, Couwth 

ittJJ* tilt* [illilding «f Dam Mini lidc'isc of Vessel- 

I'l'din AJ„>v<* tlic Falls, liy Lieutenant 

Colonel Uailev. 

P[.au-Smh' lih.vrK Hawk, 
Mouth Rut River, M<>\ /6, /,>/»/. 
Hon. (;ii>wi\ Wkj.lf:,-, 

Ai'i"i,',i'"i- !'/ th, Xnvy. 

Sik: 1 have the honor to inform vow Unit, the vessels Intel) caught 1>j 
low water above the falls a1 Alexandria luive been released from the uttnlens 
ant position, Tin- water bad btllen so low 1)1:1 1 I bnd no hope or axpetjisifctDu 

of {totting the vessels out iiii« season, mid as the army bad made arrange 

11, nits to nvseuilte the country, i saw llOthiflR bo fun 1 me but (lie ili'sLnii-l i'li 1 

hi' the Mississippi tiqnsldrou. Thsvc seems to have, boon on espw [nlprovideuee 
looking mil lor tiH in providing? a nan equal to the emergency. Lieutenant 
Colonel Bailey, acting engineer n/ the Nineteenth Army Corns, proposeda 
plan of building a series "f dams across the nicks at the falls, and raising II" 1 
water liiyb enough to let tile vessels pass over. This pruwiaitan looked like, 
madness, ami the best engineers ridiculed it, but Colonel llailey was bo bud 
jjfiiiiH' of success that ] requested General Banks to have it done, and he en- 
tered heartily into the work. Provisions were short, mid forage was almost 
out, ami tlic dam was promised tn lie finished in ten days, or the army would 
have to leave us. i was doubtful about tin- time, but bad 00 u ui.i about tin* 
ultimate success if time would permit, (leuenil banks placed at tin* disposal 
of Colonel Bailey all the force be required, consisting of some .1,00(1 men and 
300 or 300 wagons. All the neighboring steam mills were t rrn down for ma 
toriaL Two or three regiments of Maine tueu we-c net. to work felling lives, 
and on the second day niter my arrival in Alexandria from Crand fr'eore the 
work liiul fairly begun. Trees were idling with great rapidity : teams were 
moving in nil directions bringing in brick and atone; quarries werpopeneds 
Bat-boats were Imil 1 to bring stone down from above, and every man seemed 
tn Its working with a vigor 1 have seldom seen equaled, while perhaps no1 one 
in fifty believed in Uir sin-rcss of the undertaking. 

These falls are about a mile in length, rilled with rugged rocks, over which al 
the present stage of water it seemed to ho Impossible to make a channel. 'I he 
work was commenced by running out from the left bank of the river a tree 
dam, made of tin* bodies of very largo trees, brnnh, la-irk ami stone, cross tied 
with other baavj timber, n ::< I stc-u^i h-mfij in every way which ingenuity 
eoukl device. Thin was run on l about 300 feel into the rifcr. ITOur large a ill 
lairges were then filled withbricfe and sunk at the endof it, From the 
right bank of tlm river cribs tilled with stone were 'mill out to rucel the 
barges, all of whieb was mieees^fully accomplished, notwithstanding there wiia 
it currant running of nine miles an hour, which threatened toswoep every 

tiling before it. 

It will lake loo much time to enter into the details iif this truly wonder 

fnl work. Suffice ittosay that the dam bid nearly reached 1 miction Jn 

eight days' working time, and the water had risen sufficiently on the uppet 
falls to allow the Port Hindman, Osage, and Neosho to gel down and be reach 
to pass the dam, In another day it would have been high enough to enable 

all the ol her vessels to pass the Upper falls. Unfn, innately, on the morning "f 

the 9th instant the pressure at water became so great that it swept nwny two 

up the stone barges, which swung in below the dam on one side. 

This accident to the dam, instead of disheartening Colonel ['ailey, only in 
ilnced liini to renew his exertions after he had seen the success of getting four 

vessels through. The noble hearted soldiers, seeing their labor of the list 
eight days swept 8 Way in a uioineat, elu^erfully went to work to repair dam 
ages, being eoniident now that all the gun boats would be linally brought over. 
These men had been working for eight (lays and nights, up to tfieir necks in 
water, in the broiling sun, culling trees and wheeling bricks, and nothing bin 
good humor prevailed among them. 
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'i in- force -if i Ik- water aud current being too great to i.-i instruct a continn- 
ihih dam uf (KM I feet ; across tin 1 river i:i so short a time. Colonel Bailey deter- 
mined tok*ve a gap at M lent in the dam, and build a series of wing-dams on 
tin- uiiiii'f fulls. 1'iii-i was in-c pltehedin three days' time. 

Wonts ;iit inadequate hi express the admiral inn I feel fm- tin- abilities uf 
Licutcnu ii Colonel Bailey; This is without doubt the beat engineering feat 
|iin-roi-.!ii-ri, Under the best circumstaneoe n private company would not have 
completed this work nmli-r one year, and to aa ordinary mind the whole thing 
would have appeared an utter impossibility. Leaving out bis ability as an en- 
gineer, the credit he has conferred upon the country, he has saved to the 
Ljnion a valuable tleel, woi-lh nearly |S ( 00Q,0fXI mun>; tie has deprived the 
i hi ; i iv of a triumph which would nave emboldened them to carry on this war 
n year or tuij longer, for lie- intended departure of the army was a fixed fact, 
and there was nothing left for me to d<i in cose that event occurred but de- 
stroy every part of the waaela, so that the rebels could make nothing of them. 
The highest hi mora the Government can bestow upon Colonel Bailey can 
never repay liim for the service In- has ren tcred the country. 

To General Banks personally! am tnin-M indebted I'm- the happy manner 
in which he forwarded this unterpriae, jiving it his whole attention night and 
day, scarcely sleeping white the work was going on, tending personally to see 
that all tin- requirements of Colonel Bailey were complied with on the instant, 
t do not believe there was ever a case where such disunities wen- overcome in 
sii'-li a short space of time, and without any preparation. 

I beg leave to mention the names of some oft tin- persona engaged on this 
work, as 1 think that eredil should be givsn to every man employed on it. I 
am unable to give tin- names of all, but sincerely trust that General Banks 
will <Jt' justice in every officer engaged in the undertaking when lie makes his 
report, I only r^ret that time did not enable me to gel tie- names of all con ' 
earned. The following itre the nntutw itf tfae most prominent persons: Lieu- 
(eiianf CTiuel Kailey, .'leii.'iy military encineer. Nineteenth Army Corps, in 
in urge of the work: Ejieuteoant-Coliinel Pearsall, assistant; Colonel Dwight, 
acting assist ml inspector general; Lientennnt-Colonel W. B. Ktasey, One 
ioinilred and sixty-Hrst New ¥nrk Volunteers: Lien tenant-Colonel Hubbard, 
Thirtieth M.iiii'- Volunteers; Major Sentell, provost marshal, and Lieutenant 
Williamson, ordiuince oflcer. 

The '•' iil .u . .<-■'■ a portion i if the reybnenls employed: Twenty-ninth 
Maine, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Emerson: One hundred and six- 
teentn New York, commanded by Colonel George M. Love; (Joe hundred and 
sixty-first .New York, commanded by Captain Prentice; One hundred and 
thirty third New V>>rk. c manded by Colonel Carrie. The Engineer regi- 
ment and officers of the Thirteenth Army fiirps wen- also employed. 

I feel [hit 1 have done but feeble justice to the Work or the persons en- 
gaged in it Being severely indisposed, i feel myself unable to go into further 
detail. I trust some future historian will treat this matter as it deserves to 
be treated, because it in h subject in which the whole country should feel an 
interest, and the noble men vvhn succeeded mi admirably in this arduous task 
should in it lose one atom or credit so justly due them. The Mississippi Squad- 
ron will never forayl [he iibli^at jnns il is under to Lieutenant Colonel Uailey, 
Hctlng military engineer of the Nineteenth Army Corps, 

If this expedition has mil been BO successful as the country hoped for, it 
has exhibited the iutliimitable spirit of Eastern and Western inen to Overcome 
obstacles deemed by most people insurmountable. It has presented a new 
feature in tile war. nothing like which has ever been accomplished before. ( 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID I), POUTER, 

h'ttu . Idiilirnt, 



Naw Department, 
Washington, Muy w. }&Gf. 

! tin r Admiral l>. I), Poktkr. 

i 'tuitiii-iiiithit; Mississippi SquadtoB % Cahn, ///.■ 

i- ii.-: The Department acknowledges the receipt of your interesting re- 
porl of (In- Wth instant, giving a detailed and graphic account <»f the rescue of 
the Mississippi BqtiadrpU from its perilous position above the falls at Alex 
mult-la. Bed Liver, and of the aid which you received through the indomitable 
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pi i-. ''ii'fi'jii'c ami engineering skill of |jii'Uli':i:iiit Culnticl ISailcy, ;i<-lii3i>' mill 

wry eogi rof the Nineteenth Army Corps, It i.s with im ordinary fed nig 

uf pleasure lliiii the Department leftrna of tlw safe passage of this valuable 
squadron, threatened us ii was with inevitable capture or destruction, and 
congratulates ynu end your command that the licet, which has borrto such a 
i'i mspicunus part in many of the great events of i in- war, hag been spared tu 

th* COUIltTJ fur future usefulness anil renown. 

VnN will lender the thanks uf the Depi«rtineiil to thi 1 oltiri'rs ulul inwi of 

the army for tin' cheerful aid given you in this great emergency, without 

which tin 1 Hqundron would unavoidably have fidti'ii into the hands, of the 
robols or been deal n yed. 

While regretting 1 1n- Loss of tin- steamers Signal end Covington and hi 
ini'iitiiij,' foi' the brave men who fell in the angagemenl with the enemy, tin* 
Department takes great pleasure in expressing its admiration of the gallant 
maimer in which those vessels were defended, tind 1ms reason to believe tlml 
(111 1 officers ;md men did their whole duty nobly and faithful!) . 
Very respecVfulK 

fUDEQN WBLLEa 
St\ retary o/ the Navy, 



M i-.-iissii'1'i Siji MimiN. Flag-Ship Black EIawk, 

Miiuiiil Ciiv, }»>it' rj, /.id/, 

VI. U lien. E. Ii. M. Caxiiv, 

L'niumautfitig Mil. Dip, o/ West Mississippi'. 

t 1km-:i;.m.; 1 am directed by the honorable Secretary of the Na\y bo cog 
u') the thanks of the Department to the euterpriBuag and gallant officers and 
tiu'ti who so nobly aided the gunboats to get down from above the falls at 
Alexandria when there was every prospect of their remaining there, owing to 
low water, and a probability of their being destroy ed to prevent thoir falling 
into tho hands of the rebels. I have already expressed to the Department in 

my report 18 COpy of Which I herewith eiielitsci the high estimate I pieced 

upon tlie services of Lieuletiiint t'lilouel Bailey and bis associates, and 1 can 
add nothing thai will convey Jl stronger expression <»f feeling for the aid wo 
received through the indomitable perMcverence and skill of Lieutenant Colonel 
Bailey, to whom belongs the entire credit, of the enterprise, he having coo 
ceiveil the idea of building the dam. It it* the intention of the officers iron 
iiecleil with the late Red River fleet, to present to l,ieiilenant-('olonel llailey a 
memento in in commemoration of tlie safe passage of the vessels: Huh will be 

went tu loin ill a proper ti , and I hope he will receive it an a very small lis 

tinionial of the high appreciation they have of the service he rendered lis in 
and the crews mi tlmi occasion. Congratulating him on his promotion) so 
well deserved, and Imping that the brave officers and men associated with him 
will appreciate Ihe kind feelings we shall ever entertain for Ihetn. 
1 remain, verv respect fll II V, Vour obedieid servnnl, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 

Rear-. Idmiral, 



liKNKK.M. OrOEJIS, 1 1 1 limits. M ii.. I >n . O* Wi-:sT .\l ississi cei. 

No, 8, I av.v Orieans, /../.. Jnnt .'.■, ist>/. 

In communicating the desire of Rear Admiral Porter to convey to the 
troops under the command of Major (icncral Hanks the thanks of tho Navy 
Department, for the assistance rendered the gun-boats of the Mississippi 
Squadron during the recent operations on Ban River, the commanding gcu 
era I publishes, with great pleasure, the subjoined extract from a dispatch 
from the Secretary of the Navj to the commander of that squadron, '1'" this 
lie Is authorised to add, on the part of the admiral mid officers, and men of 
bis squadron, the expression Of the kind feeling they will always entertain for 
the officers and men engaged in this work. Although applying specially to a 
part only of the troops in the division, the commanding general considers it 

proper bo make the announcement general, believing that all the ti [is of this 

command will learn with pleasure that their comrades have rendered import 
ant aid to another branch of the service, will appreciate the kind feelings 
n hich have been expressed for them, ami. like tl , will always be ready to 
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n>ni ii ml myself wore of the opinion Um1 two dams wore necessary one at the. 
fool of the upper ;unl tlii'iitiici' in the foot of the lower falls, Colonel Bailey, 
however, decided that one would be sufficient, ami accordingly we jointly so 
leeted I he point at which the main datu wag located- 

< la t ln< tuiiniiijjr Of llu' 30th uf April the troops selected (or this duty were 
moved tn convenient points near % he dam and tin" W< irk began at once. The 

Ion a the right liank consisted of tin- Niucty-sevcnl h mid Ninetj nintli U.S. 

Colored Infantry, under command of Colonel lii*orgo I h Robinson of the form- 
er regiment, ana si detail uf 400 men from vJj«* brigade of colored infantry, com 
mnndc I by Colonel Dickey, On the left lunik were the Twenty-ninth Maim*, 
portions of i)m- i ii', ill I'll and tenth ainl One hundredaud sixty first New York 
Volunteers, ami tin. 1 pioneer corps of the Thirteenth Army Corps. Qfthework 

on the left bank I klanv but little, my duties i fining an- exclusively to the 

right bank. At tin* eoinmei nenl uieutenuut-Cnlonal Bailey placed mo in 

charge uf all the work on the right bunk, which included the placing a ml the 
loading of the Ijurgca in thinsontor of the river, together with the building of 
the "crib Jam" to the right bank, Colonel Robinson was designated by Colo- 
nel Bailov to procure necessary materials (fur this purpose retaining the Nitm- 
ty -seventh I'. S. Colored infantryt, us also all necessary teams employed at 
this point. The remainder of tho working forces were under my control. 
Tin* work progressed rapidly, as both officers and men became inon eoti 

llilent of success than they were at the commencement, and on tile tiTtei 111 ■■ m 
of the Siti of May the channel was closed, with the exception of the spaces be- 
tween the barges ami a current at water under the second barge from the 
right batik, which was only partly loaded, it being our intention to merely 
scuttle it and phicensutUeirnt amount of railroad iron on the top to prevent its 
rising up. Large braces were set diagonally up stream from the barges on 
each side, which, with large hawsers, were to prevent its being swept away, 
but the water rising rapidly, tin* weight proved insufficient for the purpose] 
and un the morning of the 9th it broke away, run-vine with it the loaded 
barge nearest the rijjht bank, both swinging in below and on the left-hand 
side of the new eh lite thus former I. Tins accident 'so considered at the timet 

was in my opinion tie* most fortunate occurrence that could have taken place, 
i hose barges which were swepl away serving to lengthen the chute and con- 
fine, the volume of water passing through between them and the right hank, 
thus creating an urtiltciid depth of water for the boats until they were fully 
bi'fow the ledge of rocks. They also answered as a "fender" to the boats and 
prevented their turning in passing through. The water was actually 
higher on the main dam when this took place than at any time afterward, and 
the navy, although Ii it n loving a single vessel until after the break or ■cur red, 
were enabled to pass the gnu lioals, Lexington and Port llhidman. also the 
tight draught monitors, Neosho nnd Osage, over the falls above into the pond, 
and thence through llu* dam below in perfect safety. 

A I 7 o'clock on the morning Of the Bth, < 'oLaa*! [inilcy directed me to leave 
a reliable officer in charge of tightening and repairing the remaining portion 

of the dara extending ft the right bank, and then report to him in person 

on the same side of the river near the head of the falls, at which point be bad 
decided to increase the depth uf water by means of light wing da a is thrown 
out from each side. The forces moved from the lower or main dam consisted 
of detachments from tin- various regiments and the pioneer corns of Thir- 
teenth Army Corps. The new plan Was ■ tu-jiccd with com tillable vigor, 

the troops being employed in constructing tie* same us originally proposed un- 
lit the afternoon of the' loth, which completed a temporary obstruction, do se 
to each side of the channel, by means of light Jog cribs lashed together with 
rope ami INIed with brush and bricks. This work raised about 14 inches of 
water. 

I will here state that in the peatl time the gun-boat Chillicothe had man 
Elged to work her way through, The t'aroruielct attempted to follow, but 
owing to the rapidity of the current, anil also In the wing dams not being 
placed perpendicular to the direction of the channel, she was forced aside and 

lay with her bow close below the end of the wing-darn extending fr tin* left 

bank, her stem being down stream and pointing diagonally across the channel, 
Several attempts were made to haul her from this position, all of which failed, 
and the navy finally concluded her case a hopeless one and thought there was 
sufficient i in alongside for the others to pass. The Mound City was accord- 
ingly ordered to try it. am) grounded abreast <>f the t'tirondelet. Five more 
ironclads were stilt above them. 
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Sntth. in brief, was lln- position of affairs on the after™ of the 1Mb 

nf May, ii.-* Miij. t 1 1 :-i .■■rill Hanks will doubtless remember having .1 conversi 
linn willi Colonel Hailey and myself nt thill time. It was at Hum crisis that 
t'olonel Muihy asked me wbul ill] lie done In relieve tin* (mats. I replied lu 

these Woods: "If you will allow me lo build ;i dam where I please, on my own 
plan, nnd give mo tile toon and materials I require, I will agree to put n tool of 
Water uner those boats (referring to the Mi.niul thy and Cnronouleti, by to 
tuoTTOW night." Hi- asked mi' what I ri'i| 1 1 i I'cil. and I told liim i.lii" piiuiei ■■■ 
LHirps of the Thirteenth Army Corps to report t<> oie at inidtaigbt to cruss to 

the li'fl bank, nnd that 111.11*10 feel 01 2-ioch plank should In- tln-n- ;il !t oVIuek 

the next morning'. Colonel finile) agreed to this proposition, and accordingly 

about J ii. ru. of I lint J j t -_r ' 1 L ( ';i|i1;iii 1 1 uteheiis. commanding tin 1 pioneers, re 
purled t<i 1111" fur duty. Immediate steps were taken to get ScrossthO river. I 
iniili'il cvi'i-y hunt in tin 1 lli'i't lu obtain cutters fur this purpose, but the repb 
oF all was. "wait diilil daylight." We were aeeordmglj forced to du so, and 1 1 
was sunrise before nil were across to tin- opposite side. I imnindiittcly in 
strueted the men in building two-legged trestles frir h "brackel dam" They 
worked with even greater energy than evnr bufo«% and the treatlne were nil 

mill K- by M;i. in. Some piece* of ii but ts (size one half inch] wore procured 

and (')n> pet into the foot of tin* legs tif ontdi trestte; also one in I lie cap pieces 
nt the end resting on the bottom, up stream. Thy place selected by inn for 
this "bracket: dam" whn at ;i point opposite the lower end uf the Carondelet, en 
tending out dose to this vessel from 1 lit- leit dank. A party of men, selected 
,1 mi headed by myself, pinned these treaties in position there underverj ad 
l*i>rav circumstances, the water being aWul l*>: feet deep and vers swift, and 
tiuutifad with ;i very slippery burl.0111, ranking it almost impossible to stand 
against the current. Several ineu wereswept away in this duty, hut do lives 
were lost. The trestles were fastened mm sirhi aw they were in position, by 
means of taking "sets" and driving the iron bolts, above referred to, down into 
the bottom. All were in position by Ji);i. m.. and the plunk having arrived, all 
that remained was to place them. Thin Was done in less than an boor, nnd by 11 
;i. m. there was- a I least a foot of water thrown undrr the Mound City and the 
< ■|iiniidi'li*t. and both Vessels Hunted ntT easily before the ultima In height h of 
water was obtained. Tie 1 livi- retraining vessels passed with but little diili 
cully, and ai noun mi the following day were safe below the main dtim at 
Alexandria. 

\|u.-li has been said of the part taken by the nav> in reselling their Heel. 
ami I deem ii proper to state my honcsl convictions in regard to it. To Cup 

tain Lantrtborni'. uf (he Mound City, anil tBG siilairibuate oIllrei-K and men 

i'in|ilovi*d with him, it musl be acknowledged greal pruiso is due. In regard 

to any olle-i* ell'urlH put fWth by Ihein I dUSt Bay that nojii- ul.hi'i' Were 11b 

served by 11 le. nnd it seems inuredihle that tuucii could have been don e bj 
tin-in in my ab-ieaei*. I wlr|it but t svi'iil> -niiii" bourn during thrum twelve 
eventful days. My meals were alums! invarhiblj brought tu me; therefore 
iiij nroeonco was nlruost constant. 

It may tie said that the navy loaned ropes, tniule bolls, etc., bul in so do 
ing they performed the duties of tin- quartermaster's deiNirtuicut only; while 
on the other band, there is much in this report showing that they unused 11 
delay of six hours at the must critical point of our operntinns, whereas if uo 
delay had occurred in the building of the bracket dam Unit saved seven ot 
(heir liest iron elads. the army could hair moved a daj sooner from Uextttl 

dria. These facia can br_ substantiated by many officers besides myself d 

the iui|Hirlial historian will [imt|, neither euidd. with {iropriety make any other 
record than that the army oftienerai Bunks wived tin* Heel of Admiral Purler. 

[o Conclusion, 1 WUUld bee leave to stale that the jii'ojn-i or" Iiiii1<['iil:- ;> 

dam aeruss Red l!iv,r. ajthougn ilitlieult, could never have been pronouneed 
impracticable bj anj men who followed a similar avocation in civu 1th?. The 
huttum and shores being so extremely f avorables and official reports having 
bieti promulgated by the n.util authorities asserting thai Colonel Bailey was 

tin- un!y man 01 the army who believed the plnn practicable, I hat he was I he 

originator of it, etc, I iln-m it my sm-i-ed duty to refute Hindi assertions 90 fur 

as they cancer yself. having waited thwie mouths to Bee it contradicted by 

others. Tits jui* ^eiii'i-al commanding the department will recollect of my 

assliranees to him in this resjiert ere the wurk laid fairly begun. It iMO alsu 
he prove I (I mt it WHS pronounced feasible, by me while at t J rand EcorO. These 

statements are made in self-defense, without doubting that the credit belongs 
to the ranking officer iBehargai yet wercsucfa stntemontssubstantiatedngainst 
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nn officer like myself, after years of practical experience in building damson 
t In- most difficult rivers in the country, it would ho deemed sufficient evidence 
bj tueofmy titter incompetency to hold m\ present position, 

■ have tin 1 h c to In-, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. IS. PKAKSALH. 

Li it!,-titint'('t<lt>nrl Xitii ty 'mill! f'.S. Colored Infantry 

Ma]; I SKORfW H. DiMKIi, 

. ls.u'x/ant , liljitLuit (.,■)), mi. 



IlKPIHtTOV ErtKL'TKH »J(T C'lil.uNI-Jt, lost en C.vn.n'.l'Yu rth WlSOOW 9W (."'.■. V.u.kV, 

AiTi--:i; Kv.isi-.Mf GPIWKS Vi\i-Ti>: vni Ai.miv ('iikcs. 

!(:■ ,l«)|- IBTKK* \l | II ' KM'II Ali.MV COUPS. 

Simsfiorl, /.«.. .(An- IT, 1884. 
.Mi.iuii: i fctavn the li r to make tlie following report in reference to 

I lie construe! inn uf the dam across Bad River, ill 1 1 4.1 - finit of the Alexandria 

fulls, fur tin' purpose i,i" i-eh-asing thai portion of Admiral Porter's Mieajawptii 
Squadron which vt|t unable to pass the falls, owing fa the low stage of tin* 
water. Immediately after our army received a cheek at Saliinc Croas-Rnada 
and the retreat commenced I learned through rehnble. sources that the Red 
River was rapidly falling. 1 became assured that 'jy the time the Reel could 
roach Alexandria there would out bo sufficient water to float the gno-boats 
ov er the falls. It was evident, thwrfoTO, that th« were iq iinroinent danger. 
Believing, sis J did, thai their capUir • destruction would involve the de- 
struction of our army, the blockade uf tin- Mississippi, and even greater dis- 
aster* to our cause, 1 propound to Mnjur-t leneral Franklin on the Bib of April, 
previous to the battle of Pleasant Hill, to increase the depth uf water by 
moans of a dam, and submitted to him my plan of the same. In the course ni 
tbc conversation ho expressed a favorable opinion of it. 

During the bull of the army at Grand Ecore oo the lTtli of April, General 
Pranklin, having beard that tin' iron-clad gun -bnat Knstport had struck a 
snag mi nn- preceding day and sunk ata point 6 miles below, gave me a letter 
of introduction to Admiral Porter, am! directed me to do all in my power to 
assist in raising the FJastport, and to communicate to the admiral my plan uf 
constructing a dam tn relieve the Unci, with his belief in its practicability; 
rilHn that he thought il advisable that the admiral should at once confer with 
(limeral Banks and urge liim to make the necessary preparations, send for 
tools, etc. Nothing further was (lone until after utir arrival at Alexandria, 
On the 20th, the admiral reached the bead nf the falls. 1 examined the river 
and submitted additional details of tin* proposed dam. (icneral Franklin up 

proved uf l)i nn! directed me to Bee the admiral and again urge upon him 

l he necessity nf prevailing upon General Hanks to order the work to be rum 

need immediately. There was no doubt that the entire fleet, then above 

the rapid-*, would he hist unless the plan nf raising the water by a dam wan 
iiilopieil and put into execution with ail possible vigor, I represented that 
(icneral Franklin had full confidence in the Bucoeas of the undertaking, nod 
thai the admiral might rely upon him fur all the assistance In bis power, Tho 

only preliminary required wan at ler from General Hanks. On the 29th, by 

order nf ( leneral I'i'nnMrn I consulted with I iciierals Hanks and Hunter, 
und explained to them the proposed phut in detail. The latter remarket! that 
although he hud little confidence in its feasibility, he nevertheless thought it 
better lo t i"i the i-xpenuieul, especially as General Franklin, who is an eugi 
ii, ■.■!■. advised it. Upon this General Hanks issued tin* accessary order fox de- 
tails, teams, etc., una I uotnmsneod the work on the morning of the 30th, 

I presume it is sufficient in this reporl to say that the dam. was construct 
o i entirely on the ]iIhu tirsi given to Ueneral Pranklin, and approved by him. 

htiring 1 1 li- lies! te« iliivs i had some difficulty in procuring details, etc, 
bat tho officers and men soon gained confidence and labored faithfully. The 
work progressed rapidly, without accident or interruptii>n, except the break 
ing away uf two coil barges which formed part of tho dam. This afterward 
proved beneficial, In addition to the dniu at the font of the falls, I construct- 
ed two wiiiL' dams on each ride uf tlie rive» ul tlie head of the falls. 
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The width nt the river ill the [mini where the dam was built is 7->< feel, 
i! nil i In' depth of flu' water hiirii 1 to (i feet. The currenl is vwy rapid, run 
uing about Hi miles per hour. 'I he increase of depth bj the main dam was** 

feet 1' . inches: by tin 1 SVIHg dmus, 1 I'm it 2 inches: total, ti feetti 1 .. inches. On 

tin 1 completion irf the dam, wc had the gratification of seeing tlie entire Heat 
pass over the rapids hi n place of safety below, Mid we found ample reward for 
our labors in witnessing their result- The army and navy were roBeved from 
H painful suspense, and eight valuable can bouts siivcd fi'ni 1 1 destruction. '1 hi' 
cheers nf tin- musses assembled mi [hf shore when the boats passed down, ni 
tested their jiiy ;in<l renewed eontideuec. 'In ,\Injoi-(ieuem) Franklin, who, 
(H'l'viiius tn the commencement of the work, was the only supporter of aij 
proposition in save llic Heel by means nf a dam, and whose persevering efforts 

caused its adoption, 1 desire to return wj grateful thanks. 1 trust tne< u 

try will join with JheAnny nf I In' C! ultimo the Mississipdi Squadron in award 
ifig to hi 111 due praise fur his earliest ;kil] intelligent efforts in their behalf. 
Major General Banks promptly issued nil accessary orders and assisted me by 
Ids i'iiost;mt presence ,nid i - n operation, General Dwight, his chief of staff) 
I '■ Iniii'l Wilson and Lieutenant Sargent, ;iides-de camp, also rendered vidua- 
bin assistance by ibcir personal attention to our wants. Admiral Portai turn 
rsheda detail from his ships' crews, under command of an excellent officer, 
<.'u|ituiu (jiuuitliin'iii', <>f tli« Mound City, All ids othviora and nwn were con 
shiftily present, and to their extraordinary exertions and to the well-known 
energy ami ability oJ the admiral much 'nF the miccess of tho undertaking is 
due. I am also tauter many obligations In ,Vl!i.i< ir Sen tell, provnsl.tuarshiil, 
and Lieutenant Williamson, ordnance nllieer, nf ( ieuerul Knilikliu's Htjilf; to 
Lieutenant Colonel W. U. Kinsey, One hundred and sixty tirst. New York Vol- 
unteers: tn Lieutenant Cnlniiel V. 1J. IVnrsnll, Ninety ninth U. S. Colored In 

fnut.ry. who was my assistant: in Captain (lea W. Stein, Sixteenth Ohio, nod 
tn Captains Harding, Morrison, and I turner, of ( he Ninety ninth V. S. ( Solored 
Infantry, nil of whom exhibited iniirli practical knowledge and untiring v.eal. 

'I'h i ■ Following is ;i list of troops who constructed the data; Pioneer corps 
nf I lie Thirteenth Army Cnrps, under Captain Hutehens. Twenty fourth Ituii 
ami Volunteers, Lieutenant Sniout, Twenty third Wisconsin Volunteers, and 
Lieutenant Kimbley, Twenty Fourth Indiana Volunteers: Twenty ninth Maine 
Volunteers. Lieutenant Colonel Emerson: Ninety ninth I'. K. Colored Infan 
try, [>ieutfiiiiiil Colonel l J earsntl: Ninety seventh U. S. Colored Infantry, ( 'nlo 
tu'l 1 1. It. Robinson: and detachments from the Tweiity-tliird mid XWentj 
ninth Wisconsin Voluntours, Twenty seventh Indiana Volunteers, Nineleeulh 
Kentucky Volunteers, Sixteenth and Twenty thu-d oliio Volunteers, Twenti 
fourth Iowa Volunteers, Seventy seventh and One hundred and thirtieth llli 

nnis Voluiitei't's, mid from other regiments- These ilefnils laboreil patienlLy 

and enthusiastically by day and night, standing wnisi deep in the water 

dor a broiling sua. Their reward la the oonseiousnosa of having performed 

their duty ns true soldiers, and they ilesene the grnlil mle nf their country 

men. 

I have the honor to be. your obedient servuut. 

,1. BAILEY, 

/,. ni. t'ol. and .-h/i:. Mil. ling, tfWs .\mtv Cnrps. 

\hlj. WtCKUAM lldl-HI AN. 

lisistant Adjuiant-ticjteral, WHh .hntr Carps. 



10m;in-kI';|{'s i Ifi-ick, 
New Orleans, i.n., May 3D, IB84, 

Majou; hi purauauce to Instructions from the major general command 

llDg the tCepnrtment of thetilllf, 1 have the honor lo furnish you the following 
list nf olliccrs, retliinenls. and di'taehiuents whieli remlereit valualile seiviees 

in (he construction nf the darn across Hetl Uiverut .\lr\mulrin. I,a: 

The first details whieh rejKirted wore the Ninety seventh U. S. Colore I in 
fnntry, Colonel llcorge D. Robinson, and the Ninety-ninth U. S. Colored In 
fantry, Lieutenant-Coloiiel t'. li. I'eai'sall. whosi. servieofl were invaluable. 
Captains W. H. Morrison, Peter flnrper, M. S. Tyler. Prank !'. Harding, and 
Kirsl Lieutenants Ceorce VV. Combs. K. \V. Sngendorph. . 1, l'\ Turner, and 
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i-iill ;uul myfielJ Were <<r I tii' opinion Ilia! two .hum- IVWe im^ir; one ;it the 
l" .<it tjf I In 1 ii|i|ipt .tinl t hi 1 ol her ;it the in.it i, f tho lower falls. Colonel Bailey, 
ii . A'-w-i', decided l.litit. mil' would lie sufficient, hihI a fctingly we jointly bo 

le.'le i lie* |i litll 111 which til" lllilill lill'll WHS located. 

On lii" moi-runs of the 30th of April the troojis selected Fortius duty were 
moved to ii'im-iiiui'. points near the data and the work begun sit once. The 
force mi tlic right bank iKinsisted of the Ninety seventh and JJinety ninth U.S. 

( 'hImivi] 1 ni'antn , iiiiiliir main] nf ( \i\ii:w\ Georgt* D. Robinson of tho I'urni- 

ur regiment, unti a detail of hv-i men from the brigade of colored infantry, coin - 
.u.iikIi'1 iiy Colonel Pickpy. On Hi* 1 left bunk were the Twenty -ninth Maine, 
portion!! oS One hundred and tenth and One hundrednnd sixty-thai New k'ork 
volunteers, and the ploncn-f carps of theThirteenth.Artuy Corps. Of the work 
mi the !••!'; bunk 1 know out little, my duties confining me exclusively to the 
ii in bank. At tin' coiirmonceniont LieHtenant-Culnoel Bailey placed me in 
uhiirge of all tho work on the right hank, which included tho placing and the 
loading of thi> barges in the center of the river, i rgi tin-r with the building nf 
the "i'1'iii liiini'' to the right bank. Colonel Robinson was designated by Colo- 
nel Bailey i.i (ii'Mi'iin' Dci.'i'SMiiry materials ifur this purpose retaining the Nine- 
ly seee ttth [J. S. Colored Infanfryj, us also all necessary teams employed ut 
this point. The remainder of th< working forces were under my control. 

The work progressed mpidly, hs butn officers and men became mure ei hi 
liilmt of siiri'i'ss Uian they were at tho commencement, find on the afternoon 
of the 8th of May the channel was closed, with the exception of the spaces be- 
tween the barges and a current of water under tho second barge from the 
right bank, which was only partly loaded, it being our intention to merely 
scuttle ii anil jilaeea millii'ii'iit itmiuint of railroad iron on the top to prevent its 
rising up. Large braces were ael diagonally up stream from the bargee on 
each side, which, with large hawser.-;, were i" prevent its being swept away, 
but the waiter rising rapidly, the weight proved insufficient for the purpose, 
and on tlie morning of the 8th it bnite away, carrying with it the loaded 
bnrge nearest the right bank, both swinging in below ami cm the left-hand 

side of the new chute thus formed. This accident is nsidcred at the time] 

was in my opinion the raos] fortunate occurrence thai could have taken place, 
those barges which we/e swept away serving to lengthen the chute and con- 
fine the v.ihiiin' of water pausing through between them and the right bank, 
thus creating »n artificial depth of water lot the boats until tltej were fully 
below the ledge nf rocks, 'I ln-y also answered as a "fender' 1 to the boata and 
prevented their turning in passing through, The water was actually 
higher mii 1 he main dam when this took plaee than til. any time afterward, and 
I he navy, although mi thoving a single vessel until after the break occurred, 
were enable I tu pass I be gun limits. Lexington and Kurt Jlindman. alsn the 
light draughl tnonitorn. Neosho and Osage, over the falls above into the pond, 
and thence through I he dam hofow In perfect safety. 

At 7 o'clock 'in the rning o! the 9th, Colonel Bailey directed me to leave 

a reliable officer In charge nf tight en ins am! repairing the remaining portion 
of the dam extending from the right hank, and then report to him In pexBOn 

"Ii I he same wide of the river near the head uf the falls, at which point he had 

decided in increase the depth o! water by means nf light wing-dams thrown 

nut. from eaeli side. The fnrees moved from Ihi- lirtirr or main .lain <■< insisted 

of detachments frnm the various regiments ami the pioneer corpsof Thir- 
teenth Army t torpfl. The new plan was commenced with commend. i hie vigor, 

lie* 1 1 |h being employed in const me ring the same as originally proposed tin 

til the afternoon of the llltll, which completed a teiiijinrary obstruction, close 
In each side ut the channel. Iiy ineims uf light lug cribs lashed together with 
rope ntid lilleil witti brush and bricks. This work raised about 1 I inches of 
water. 

! will here slate that in the mean time the gun boat ('hillie.it he had man 
aged to work her way through. The Carondelet attempted to follow, but 
owing to the rapidity of the current, and also to tin* wiiiL'-ilanis nut being 
placed perpendicular to I be direction of liie channel, she was forced aside and 
lay ivith her bow close below the end of the wing dam extending from the left 
hank, her stern being iiu\s n si renin am! |i lint hit; iliagniially across tile chaiim-l. 
Hevei-al attempts were made to hail! her from this position, all nf which failed, 
and I he navy linally concluded her ease a hnpeless nue and thought there was 
suflh ient room alongside for the others to pass. The Mound City wtis accord- 
ingly urdered to try it. and grounded abreast nf the Carondelet, Five more 
iron elads werestillab.ee I hem. 
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Such.iij btlttt, was lie- position of nlfnirs on Hie nftortiotm ofthalfltli 

of Mil) . as Major (ieiiernl Banks will doubtless reinoiuliei' having -A CUM Versa 

tion with Colonel Bailey and rayaelf tit that time. It was ut tlus cris'ia thai 

I'oioncl ISidley naked rue vvliiil could In.- dn|)B I" relieve the boats, I replied ill 

these wards: "If you will vUiiw mi- i>> build a dam where I please, mi my own 
plan, tuad. give mr ili.- nii'i and materials I require, ! wilt agree topuiu foot of 
water uner Ihnsti boats (referring t<> tin.' Mound City and Carondeloti, llj to 
morrow night." Mi' asked mi' what I required, and 1 •. ■ ■ L • L hitu the pkmeer 
corps of the Thirteenth Army Corps hi report to me ;il midnight bo cross to 
the left bunk, and that UXlXKl feel of i-Jucli plank Bhould be there n1 S) o'clock 
the ih'\i morning. Colonel Ilailey agreed to r iiin proposftiou. anil accordingly 
about 1 a. in. ui" that night Captain tiutchens, command lag the pioneers, re 
ported to tnc fur duty, Immediate steps were taken to get acrossthc river. 1 

hailed every bout in 1 In- llt'i-l |i . nlil. uii fUttWB fni' 1 his purpose, hut the reply 

of all Was, "Wait until daylight." WTi were accordingly forced to do su, and il 
was sunrise batoro all were across hi the opposite aide, I im media tcly in 
strueted the men in building two legged treatise for a "I (racket- dam." The) 
worked with even greater energy than ever before, anil I lie In -sties were all 

ni.nle liy it ;t. in. Nome pieces nf iron bolts tsixe tail half inch) were |n ured 

and one wet into the foot of (lie Ifgs of each trestle; also one in the cap pieeea 

at tin' i-iid rOitiag un the dollein, 11(1 stream. The place selected liy me for 

this "bracket ilam" whs ui a point opposite the lower endof the Chrondclet, bji 
tending out close to ibis vessel from the liTt bank. A part j of men, selected 
awl leaded by myself, placcil these trestles in position there under very ail 
vera chrcumstatwiea, the water being ulioni P., feei deep and Vfiry swift, and 
coupled with a very slippery bottom, making it almost impossible to stand 
against the current. Several men were swept away ill this duty, but tW IiVGS 
Wove lost. The t resiles were fastened as BOOB as they were in position, li> 
means of taking "sets" am! driving the iron bolts, above referred to. ilown into 

tin' bottom. All were in position by in a. in., ami the plank having arrived, nil 

that remained was to place them. This was done in less than an hour, amlby I I 
a. in. there was nt least a tout of water thrown under the Moiiml City ami the 
( 'aronilrli'l. mill hutli \ esse Is floated nil' easily before the ultimate bojghth of 

water was nhtai I. The live remaining vessels passed with but little diffl 

en Ity, anil at nnoi the following day were safe below Ihc main dam at 

Alexandria, 

M.tteli has been said of the part taken by the navy in rescuing their fleet, 
ainl 1 ileem it proper to state my honest convictions in regard to it. To Cap 
tain Langthoma, of the Mound Ciiy. and the subordinate ofHceis and men 
employed with him, it iniml be acknowledged great praise is due. In regard 

to any otliei' etTorls pal forth by them I most say that ither were ob 

served by me, and it seems incredible that liHieh Could have ln-en done by 

them in my absenue. I slept Iml twenty nine hours during those twelve 
eventful days. My meals were almost invariably bronchi to me; Iherefure 
iny presence was almost constant. 

It may be said that the navy loaned ropes, made bolts. e(e„ lull ill Mo do 
intt they performed tin- duties of the quartermaster's department nidy; while 
on the oilier hand, there is aiileh in this report nlnuvtnn thai I hey caused a 

delay of, sis hours at the most critical point ul our operations, whereas if nu 
delay had occilrreil in the building of the bracket dam that saved seven of 
their best ironclads, the army could have moved PI day sooner from Ale xan 
dria. These facts can be substantiate il b> many officers besides myself t and 
the impartial historian will [not |, neither could, with propriety make ;niy other 
record than that the army of General Banks saved the Heel of Admiral 1'orter. 
In conclusion, I would beg leave to state thai the project of biuldiux a 
dam across licit Iiivcr, although difficult, eollld never have been pronounced 
iaipraeticablc by any men who followed a similar avocation in civil life. 'J he 
bottom ami shores being so extremely fiuorable. and official reports luivlng 

1 ii promulgated by the naval authorities asserting that Colonel tiaile) was 

the only man iti the iintij who belieted the plan practicable, thai lie was I lie 
originator of il. etc.. I deem il iny sacred duly to refulc such assertions so far 
as i hey concern myself, having waited !in-<-e months to see it coot radiated by 
others, The major -general eommandioj; the depart. nicnl will recollect of OHJ 
aseurancee to him in this respect ere the work had fairly begun. II can also 
Oe proved that it was pronounced feasible by me while all iraml Eeore. These 
staleiiientsarciiiaiicinsclf-ilcfeiisc.willi.ini doubting that tho credit belongs 
tn i lie ranking offloer in charge: yet weresuclistateiuentssubatau tinted against 
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mi officer liki' myself, after years of practical sxpcrienee in building dams on 
the most difficult rivers in the country, it would ho deemed sufficient evidence 
in nil- ni' my niiri' incompetency to hold my present position. 

( have Hi" I t tu In', very respect fully, yriur obedient servant, 

L'. B. PRARSALL, 

/ i, ill, ii.m/i "flloitel Xini ty ninth /'. S. Co/ore J fufitntry. 
\,., i || OfiMT !:. 10; \Kl . 

I -sis tu at .Lf I a I a at <,'.- iir rn /. 



ill •■<.■: i 1. 1 Li! i -vi-.'v \st 1*iii.iim-.i. -loSKVU Uui.l.Y.t'in Kill Wisconsin C W.u.tlY, 
\<-|i\i. lv\i,i\-rn; I )ri icia: JTlSKTKgMTM AnMV CORPS. 

HK.WX/LMftTRKS Ni.vj-; n-i-.,vrn Attain IVmi'.s. 

Simsfipr/, /.a.. May 17. i.siii. 

Uuoiti I have tllO honor fi ii.-- (in- I'ntlnwiti;; n-purt in reference to 

tin- construction uf the dam hot m Red River, ut the foot of the Alexandria 
fall*, I'm' thi> purpose of releasing thut ptirtion of Admiral Porter's Mississippi 

Si(ii:iill'i>n H ■Inch was iiiinhle to [diss too falls, Owing to Ihi' low stage of tin' 
water. I riiinivii.Hi-ly urit'i' miii- iirm) nvi'ivt-d ;i check at Sabine Cross Kmids 
inn! the retreat commenced I learned through reliable sources thut the Red 
1,'u i'i' was rapid]) failing, 1 bocanin assured that by the time tln r fleet could 
reach Alexandria there would not bo sufficient water u> Hunt the gun-boats 
iivnr tin - falls. It was evident, I tiercfore, that they were in imminent, danger. 
Uelieving, a? ! did, Hint their capture or destruction would involve th<' de 
slnii'tiiHi of our army, the blockade of the Mississippi, nnd even greater dis- 
asters to oat cause, I proposed !o Major General Franklin on the uiu of April, 
previous to the battle of Pleasant Hill, to increase tl«* depth of watef by 
means of ii dam, and submitted to him tiiyplnn of the saint). In the course of 
tin- conversation hi? expressed a favornlflc npinii m of it. 

During the halt of thenrmvut Grand Bcureon the ITth of April, General 
Franklin, having heard that the iron-dad gun-boat Eiaatport had struck a 
sung on the preceding day and nunk at a point Si miles below, save me a letter 
of intrudueticm to Admiral Porter, and directed me to do all in my power to 
assist in raising the lOastporl, and to communicate to the admiral my plan of 
constructing a dam to relieve the fleet, with his belief in its practicability; 
aim i that lit- thought it advisable thiit the admiral should at once confer with 

General Hunks mid urge him t ake the necessary preparations, send for 

tools, etc. Nothing find her was done until after our arrival at Alexandria. 
( >n (he 20th, tin* admiral reached the head of the falls. I examined the river 
and submitted additional details of the proposed dam. General Franklin ap- 
proved of them and directed me to we the admiral and again urge anon him 
the necessity of prevailing upon General Banks tu order the work to he con; 
menceil immediately. There was no doubt that the entire Seat, then above 
the rapids, would be lufU unless Ihe plan of raising the water hy a dam was 

adopted and tutt into execution with all possible vigor. I represented that 

General Franklin had full confidence in the sneeess of the undertaking, and 
thut Ihe admiral might rely upon liiai ft»r;dl the assistance in his ]Hiwer. The 
unly preliminary rm{tiired wnsun order from General Banks, On the 29th, by 

unli'i' uf ( ienend |> ranklin, I ColiSUltod with Generals LSanks and Hunter, 
nnd explained In them t.hu proposed plan in detail. The latter remarked that 
ill lii,N;;li he had little eutlllilence in its I'easiliility. In- nevertheless tlunicjit it. 
hel.ter to ti'V I tie rN|ieriinent. especially lis (ieru'ral Franklin, who is an eni;i 
HOM\ advisetl it, Opoll this Genara) Bunks issue' t the necessary order for de- 
I lils. Pains, etc.. and I cmuniencod the work on the morning of the 3Uth. 

I pri-su it ii-. -iiili,-ii ,ii Iii this report to say that the dam whb cc instruct 

i'.i oiitirel} hi the phtn Hral (fiveil to General l^nmklin. and approved by him. 

I tiiruiy t in- lii-xi few days I hails ? difRealty iu procuring details, etc., 

bul the (illleers and rneii siuin gained cintidence and labored faithfully. The 
Work progressed rapidl; . wit hi nit accident nr interruption, except the break 
ing away uf two coid htirgM which funned part of the dam. This afterward 
proved bencttcial, In additiou in the dam at the font oi the falls, I construct- 
ed two Wing dams i in e.ieh rtide nf the river til I bo head ,if the hills. 

library 
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Tin 1 width of the river :it tin- point where thulium was luiilt is TTiS feet, 
ami the ili'|i Hi of the water from I to ("feet. The etirrenl. is very rapid, run 
ning ;[l >i hj 1 lo miles per hour, 'tin- increase lit depth by the main dam WHS 5 
feet I 1 ., inches; by 1 lie tvillg-dattlS, I font 2 inches: total. G feel Ii'., inches, On 
the cnuiplclini! nf tlie dam, we hint the gratification of seeing the entire fleet 

pass over tlie rapids In ;i place at safety below. and we found ample; reward fin* 

our labors in w witnessing their result. The army and navy were relieved I": 

ii painful suspense, and eight valuable gun-bunts saved from destruction. '1 lie 

cheers nf the musses assembled nil the sllnre wllOD till" boats passed (lnft'Il. nl 
tested their joy ami renewed conTldeuee, T J'n Major ■( leneral Franklin, whn, 
previous to the i*om men cement of the work, wits the only supporter of ui\ 
proposition in save the fleet liy means nf a diiii), and whose persevering efforts 
caused its adoption, 1 desilf) In return my grateful thanks, ! trust theeniHi 

try will join with the Army nf the ( iulfaud the Missisaipdi Squadron in award 

ii;-.' In him (ine praise for his eiirnesl, and intelligent efforts in their behalf. 
Major li'eiiernt Banks promptly issued nil necessary orders :unt nests ted me bj 
his eanstant presence and co-operation, iluneral Dwighl, his chief nf stall', 

Colo, nd Wilson and Lieutcnai] I SargtKlt, aide-; de camp, lllso rendered valna 
, tile assistunoe hy their personal attention In mil* want-,. Admiral 1'orte.i furn- 
ished, a detail from hie ships' crews, under command of an excellent officer, 

Captain Langthnrne, of the Mound City. All his ollieers and men were con- 
stantly present, and to I heir extraordinary exertions and tn the well-known 
i in rg) and ability nf tlie admiral much nf the Bueoossof the undertaking in 
due. f am also under many obligations tn Major Heaatell, prn\ost marshal, 

mid Lieu temi ut Williamson, nrdnniu tlieer, of General Franklin's stuff; to 

Lieutenant Colonel W. It. Kinsey, One hutulreil ami sixty lirst NTv. York Vol 
unleers; tn Lieutenant Colonel U. It. l'ears'ill, Ninety ninth V. S. Colored In 
fantry, whn wfis in v nssi^taiit: in Captain lien. W. tjtdin. Sixteenth Ohiu, ami 
tn Cajitains Harding. Mnrrisnti. ami liarj.ier, (if the Xiiuly-iiitith IT. S. Colored 
Infantry, all nf whnin exhiliited much iirai'lienl knowledge and untiring steal, 

The following isa list nf troops who constructed the (lam: Pioneer i-orps 
nf the Thirteenth Army Corps, under Captain Hntuh.ens, Twenty-fourth dull 

arm Volunteers, Lieutenants tit, 'IVenty third Wiacotasiu Volunteers, and 

Lieutenant Klmbley, Twenty -fourth Indiana Volunteersj Twentj ninth Maine 
Vol iin leers, Lieiiteiiutit t'olnttel i'jtnersnu; Ninety ninth U.K. Colored Iiifaii 
try, Lieutenant-Colonel 1'earsall: Ninety -seventh L'. S. Colored Infantry. t'nln 
in'] G. I >■ Robinion: and detaennients from the Twenty-third and Twenty 
ninth Wisconsin Volunteers, Twenty seventh Indiana Volunteers, Nineteenth 
Kentucky Volunteers, Sixteenth ann Twwity third Ohio Volunteers, Twenty 
fourth Iowa Volunteers, Seventy seventh and One hundred and thirtieth fill 
nois Volunteers, and from other regimen Is. These details labored patiently 
and enthusiastically by day ami night, Standing u'aist deep in the water, in 
<ler a broiling sun. Their reward is I he eonscioiisness of having performed 

their dlltv as line soldiers, and thev deserve the gratitude of their eniint iv 



[Mill. 



I have the honor t(t bo, yonr nbedient servant, 

,l, BAILBY, 
1.1,-ut. ("i'f, and Attn* Mil- ti»$, Wa Army Cfirfw, 

Maj. \Vl('K||\M HoL'K-llA.N, 

\$$iS((iHt , hf/i'tn ul-d't'iii'i'iiL \'Jth .hniy Ctirps. 



FiNOraEKIt'M Dhii I . 
New Orleans. La.. May *i.".. ISIil. 

Major; In pursurmco to instructions from the major general command 
ing the Eepartment of the ( Julf, i have the Imnor to furnish ynu l he following 
list of ollieers, re^iinentH, and delachiiiciits which rendered valuable services 
in tlie construction of the dam across Led Liver fit Alexandria, La: 

The lirst details ivhieh reported uet'eihe Ninety seventh U. S. Colore 1 lii 
fantry, Cnlone) George D. Robinson, and the Ninety. ninth L!, S. Colored In 
fantry, Lieutenant .Colonel ['. Ii. I'ears.ill. whose services .wrr- invaluable. 
Captains W. It. Morrison. Peter Harper, M.S.Tyler. Crank l>. Harding, and 
I'irst Lieutenants Ceorge W, Ciuubs, E, W. Sagendorph, J, F, Turner, and 



I ; 

M. t*. Wilson, Ninety ninth l~- 8- Colored Infantry, are entitled to much i^-cdit 
fur their iudurtry ;unl ability shown in tin- prosecution of this work. 

\i'\i wjis the Twenfcj ninth Mtune Volunteers, Ljeirteiwwt-Oolonc) Sicca' 
sun, wlio was very energetic, and rendered vcrv valuable services. 

Next were detachments from the Twenty '•seventh Indians Volunteers. 
Twenty-ninth Wisconsin, Nineteenth Kentucky, One hundred ;ind thirtieth 
Illinois, Eighty-third Ohio, Twenty-fourth town, Twenty-third Wisconsin, 
Seventy-seventh Illinois, and Sixteenth Ohio, numbering in ;ill 4W > men, under 
command of Captain George W. Stein, Company .\. Sixteenth Ohio Volun- 
teers, who showed much utility, and is entitled t< j great credit forfaisindus 
try Mini energy. Among thoae detachments nciv Captain W. 11. floss. Six- 
teenth Ohio, iinil Lieutenant W, It. Ruckle. Sixtpj nth Ohio, who are hIm vwri 
valuable officers. 

in short, the entire detail was composed of the best of men, and worked 
Faithfully without a murmur, lit addition to those details were the pioneer 
corps of the Thirteenth Array Corps, under commund of Captain John 8. 
Hutch ens; Company H, Twenty-fourth Indiana; Lieutenant li, Stnont, Com 
usiny K, Twenty third Wisconsin, and Lieutenant Perry I). Ktiobloy, ( 'ouipuny 
11, Twenty-fourth I mlnum, who are entitled to great erudite and deserve re 
ward for their valuable Services, 

The pioneer corps numbered L2ij ruftn, and were detachments from the 
Eleventh ludima, Twenty -fourth Indiana, Thirty -fourth Indiana, Porty sixth 
Indiana, Forty seventh Indiana, Sixty .seventh Indiana, Fitly six th Ohio, 
Twenty-eighth Iowa, Twenty-fourth [own, Twenty-ninth WisuonBiii, Twenty 
third Wisconsin, Eighty- third Ohio, Ninety sixth Ohio, forty eighth Ohio, 
One hundred and thirtieth Illinois, and nineteenth Kentucky, who to a man, 
were invaluable. Among the officers who were detailed to assist in seeing 
that all onlers fiom department headquarters were promptly obeyed, and in 
otherwise assisting hi facilitating the work, were Colonel Wilson of the com- 
manding general's staff ; Lieiitenaot-Colonel William li. Kinsey, One hundred 
ami sixty lirsl New York Volunteers; Major \Y. II. Seidell, One hundred and 
sixtieth New York Volunteers: Lieutenant S. Smith Fail-child, Ooe hundred 
and sixty-first New York Volunteers.; and Lieutenant Williamson. One him 

dred and twenty -eighth Xew York Volunteers, who rendered very valuable 
assistance and took grunt interest in the construction of the work, and are en 
titled to great credit. 

1 have the honor, major, to be ittosi respectful tv, vour obedient servant, 

J. BAILEY, 
Lieu/, t'i'L and Aei/t. Mil. Bng. 1!'//' .limy Corps, 

Mnj. ( fEORtiK li. HllAKK, 

Assl. - Uljt. Gw*\ th/mrfwrul aj I he (•'lit/. 



ilKSKHM, OlJIIKliS, / Will I HcT, , A I UT, (i hSUI M.'s OrVKS, 

No. 211, \ Washington, June 15, 1864, 

The following resolution of Congress is published for the information of 

nil eoncerned: 

public niisot.i tion. no. 31, 
A resolution tendering the thanks of Congress to Lieutenant Colonel Joseph 

liuiley, of the Fourth IJcgimeid of Wisconsin Volunteers. 

Resolved by the Sennit ami Mouse of Representative* of the United 
Stales of America in Congress assembled, That the thanks ol Congress bo, 

and they are hereby, tendered to Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Bailey, of the 
Fourth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers, acting engineer of the Ninteenth 
Army Corps, for distiuguishad services in the recent campaign on the Red 
River, by which the gun-boat flotilla under Rear Admiral David I >. Porter 
was rescued from imminent peril. 

Sec, -. Ami hr it fsriher resolved, That the President of the tjnited 

Spites be requested to cause I py of Ihis resolution to be transmitted to 

Lieutenant -Colonel liailey. 

Approved June li, 1864, 

llv order of i he Secretary of War: 

E. D. T0WN8END, 
tssislani . \djutanl-Generat, 



MI2H 
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BIOGRAPHICAL. 



Admiral Porter, i [I'lii'i-iils Banks and CnrUiy, mil deceased:, are too well 
kiinwii in millitary circles to need any repetition of iln-ii* careers in this 

[Himphlet. 

Lieutenant ' . 'iilujicl llntli.v originally entered the service in Miiy, 18151. iih 
Captain of Company O, Fourth Wisconsin Volunteers, and was promoted to 
Lieutenant Colonel of tin- name regilnettt in July, Ihii.'i. Kimn after the Bed 
River rampaiu'h In' was made Colonel of tin 1 rcfriuii-nt. I lien Brevet, and after 
K'nids full Brigadier I ii'iternl. Ihirinti I In' suitiint'r of IHiii, he was engaged in 
engineering duties on i in- lower MjuhIh-si jf]>i. ami part, of the time commanded 
tin- Post at Baton RijUf'C, La. 

In ill'- campaign against Mobile, In' was again detailed in the Engineer 
Department, and »ip aetivelj engaged In L-nosteuetlng the approaches, to Furl 
Blakely ami Spanish Fort, 

I In u;ih honorably mustered nut in July, 1BG5, returning to his homo a1 
Killmrn City, Wis. Hi' sunn aflerwanls moved, u'itli liirt family. In Vernon 
i'i unity, Mn, where In- engaged in Fanning- In (he full of IHllo, lie mis elected 
sheriff of Vernon county, ami in 1H<J7. was fi Hilly murdered by soma Guerrillas. 
w hi'ia he had arrested am! was conveying to the county Bent, 

His murderers were never caught, ili.s remains were interred in Ever 
green Cemetry, at fort Scott, Kans,. where a suitable monument marks their 
resting place. 

Colonel George l>. Robinson was killed in a charge upon the enemy's 
works at Fort Itlakely, Ala.. M iivli. IB55, He iv.n ;i lii/hly ,■ he-ale t. b.'.iie, 
and efficient o-Hcei. He origin-illy served in a New rork iiyimm. The 
writer deeply regrets his inability to give a full sk*l Lb ol the an&celents ami 
career of Colonel Robinson, 

Lii'iiti'tiaiil Colonel U. B. Peareall was engaged in engineer duties on (he 
lower Mississippi during the summer uf ISii-!, 

In October following lie was ordered, with lus regiment, to Fori Jefferson 

i Dry Tortugaai, Florida, which Post hoi iruanded until February, L885, (the 

Colonel nf his regiment having always been on detached duly from his '-inns 

trr in."| 

He was then ordered o> Funta Roan, Florida, fr wetcli [mini he tin ik 

part in tin' ;iiti'U)|ii to take Tallaha.w. by fcrotrps under General John Newton, 
which culminated in the severe battle nf -Natural Bridge," in which engsge- 
uii'iit he wan wounded, 

For his conduci in linit battle, in- wan n-i mended by General John 

Newt i mi. fur Brevet of Colonel fur gallantry in action. 

On returning to Fonts Rosa, he received bib coiemiaeion as Colonel of the 
Forty eighth Wisconsin Infantry, iwhite troopsj. 

As si ion as he recovered sufficiently to travel, he joined his regiment at St 
Louis. Mo„ from which point lie was assigned to duly in soul h eastern Kansas, 
with his liis headquarters al Fort Scott. 

In September following, he was ordered west to guard the stage line wesl 
of Fort Riley, with headquarters el Fort Lannil. Ileafterward returned to 
Fort Leavenworth) being mustered out there December 30, 1865, thus ending 
ti continuous service in different grades, since hia enlistment as a private in 
( "i ihtiany H. Fourth Wisconsin Volunteers, May 11, iMtil. 

I Ic was [sri'vi'tti-ii t'.i i : ■ : i ■ l m - 1- tiiiu-ial fnr mcritoriomi services dnring the 

war, .March 13, I8fi5| 

F.ariy in L868, lie settled near Fort Scott, Kansas, engaging in different 
branches of business, holding the offices at different times, of County Treae 
uri'f. Mayor i if Fort Scott, President of its Board uf Trade, President of the 

National Association of Xuiwrvmeti, i whieb nvoration he followed from 1880 
to Is!'.'.. 

Hi- is now Store keeper of the Kansas State Penitentiary, having accepted 
thai position by reason of having suddenly lost all of his property through ulr 

i' -.tanri'S bevond his control. 
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PARE. I'VOK. 

Banks, major geneva) X. P., reports, 7> Lfuurjtkurue, Capt. — , . . 12 

Buahnell, first lieiit. A. P.... .,, . s Li-sin^ion nim-lwat it 

Bailey, lien LcoL Joseph, report,. 11 13 Morrison, enpt. W. H 7, IS 

Biographical sketches, , II Morton* capf. M. W 8 

('iiiii)v. tren'l E. R. S., order . 11 Maine Vols., 30tb 3 

Curay, Col 8 - S»th 8,9.18,1a 

Chamberlain, rapt. ■ 7 Mound City, gun-boat.... . ■ -.■■■ !l 

Cannon, ("apt H Navy Dent,, thanks of .') 

C»tul», lieiit, Geo. W I- Xeosluj Monitor t) 

Ciinunw, ihiuiks of .... 13 Now York Vote. 161st M,13 

ChilUtuthe mini « Kit .9 " " HUth 3 

t'jiriindiili'l fjitn bout '•> " l.'tljd :t 

Colored Infantry. !J7lh,!'!ilh. ..7, ,8, 12 ■■ ■■ lll'th . St 

Dicfcey.Cnl !' '■ " WQfch 18 

Emerson, lieuu Gol 3. 13 Osa^e Monitor .. — B 

Bmery, Oral 7 Uliii. V<<iw. Kith 12,18 

Port flimlmun. gun-boat 'J " " 23rd 12 

Fmnklin.flenl _ .. 11 " " 83rd 13 

Graver, l»rig. Oen'l 7 ■ " B6th 13 

Hubbard, licut. L'nl .'i " *• S«th 13 

11 » rim hi jit, lieiit. Col 7 " " IHth 13 

HiiiiiH. cant. CJ. S. Eng 8 Pea mall, limit. (Sol. U, I!., report,. . . 8 

Haight, lieut Win, J . . B Pioneer Corps, lflth Army Corps S),10 

Houston, major IX C,, chief our. . . 8 Prentice, Capt , :i 

1 tuleliitts, capt. J no. It. pioneer 13th PolliH'k. major Saml S 

army corps...,, 10,13 Porter, admiral l>. I*, report 2 

Harper, uapt. Pater. ... , 12 Porter, admiral U. D. rejiort to 

Harding, emit. Frank l> 12 Gen I Can by » \ 

Indians Vou^, 24th 12, 13 Robinson, cdC Geo. I>. report, ..tJ. 7. 8 

27th 13 Romh, capt. W. M 13 

:suii 13 Ruckles, Lt W. H ',. i;i 

46tb Kl Stein, eapt Geo. W...... i;; 

47th 13 Sogendorph, It, E. W 12 

U7ih 13 8 in. It. II..... 12. 3 

Illinois " 77th 12,13 Smith, ( Seal A. J. 7 

l'liltli 12, 13 Smith, capt John J 8 

town " 21th ...,12,13 Sen tell, major | irovont luarsnall. 3, 13 

28th 13 Tvler. capt, M. S 12 

Kinsley, lienl.eul. W. I! 3 Turner. 1,1. ,1. P , ,$ 

Knight, first lieiit. J.N B Wells, Gideon, see. of navy, order, \ 

Kimiilev. lieiit. I'. I> .12, 13 Williamson, It. ordinance officer, .3, /3 

Kentucky Vols., 18th 1*2,13 Wlujon, It. UL G /8 

Love, lieu t. col.' Geo. M 3 Win, VoIr 23rd /•>. /".', 

Lucas, t'ol 7 , /•>, i'.\ 



The Uni>E];sii;.nkii vvws a os Company 
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inc the -Kkii Rivei; I).\J1." 



WMIOATS PASSING TIlKOUIll **REI) RIVER DAM. 
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In Memory of honorable services. 



' ' Ho nor and fame from >n> conditions rise\ 
Act wett your pari there ti/i the honor lies." 

Pope. 



